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Economy 

Local Emvlovers 

Mattawan has a variety of crnployers relatcs to where residents are employed, 

including industrial, retail, public senice,  whether inside or outside the Village. The 

and other m e s  of joh providers. While major employers within the Village are 

Census information provides data on identified below. 

employment in the area, most of that data 

Engineered Plastic Components, Inc 

Mattawan Consolidated Schools 

MPI Research 

MOL-SON, Inc 

0 Ralph Moyle Truck 

DeGussa 

Johnson Poured Walls 

Wagoners Hometown Grocery 

Formula K Manufacttiring 

615 Employees 

408 Employees 

650 Employees 

90 Employees 

120 Employees 

50 Employees 

80 Employees 

35 Employees 

53 Employees 

Villaqc of Illattawan (nartcr Plan 
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Community Opinion Survey 

In the spring of 2003, a door-to-door canvas of the village was conducted. 
During the canvassing process, 465 (48.39%) out of 961 residences 
completed the survey. The purpose of this opinion survey was to assess 
village residents’ attitudes regarding current issues and future 
development in Mattawan. 

Demographic Information 

Scientific sampling methods were not used in this survey. According to 
the 2000 Census, however, the Village of Mattawan had a population of 
2,536. The survey population total was 1,089 or 42.94% of 2000 Census 
population. The male census population was 1,220 people with the 
survey totaling 219 or 17.95%. The female census population was 1,316 
with the survey totaling 246 or 18.69% of the female population of 
Mattawan. The 2000 Census showed a total housing of 961 units, with 
owner occupied housing at 791 and renter occupied housing at 170. The 
survey shows an over-representation of owner-occupied residents versus 
the rental-occupied residents. 

Survey Overview 

The respondents were asked to rate various issues and statements by 
multiple choice. The responses from which respondents could choose 
include those running from “Excellent: to “Poor,” from “Strongly Agree” to 
“Strongly Disagree,” and from “Very Willing” to “Very Unwilling.” 
Respondents were also allowed to give opinions in their own words in 
open-ended questions, and were asked to state which issues they felt 
were the most important. 

Analysis of the survey results identifies the percentages of responses for 
each question, Responses for ”Don’t Know“ and “No Opinion” were 
included in the calculations. 

Commercial 

For the issue of needing additional eating facilities 69.67% were in favor. 
Issue # 34 which asked if the respondents favored commercial 
development showed 63.23% in favor of commercial development. Thirty- 
six respondents stated that issue #34 was the most important that should 
be dealt with in the village. 



Development 

Promoting growth and deve\opment in genera\ were mixed with 43.87% \?I 
favor of growth with 38.1 1 % disagreeing and only 17.42% chose to be 
neutral for issue #32. In issue #55, 67.53% wanted to see the downtown 
area developed and 32.47% did not want to see any development. Larger 
individual responses to issue #55 included: 91 responses wanting new 
little shopslvariety shops, 63 wanted more restaurants, 48 responses 
wanting to replace Su Casa with a quality family restaurant, 20 responses 
wanted small shopping centers, and 18 responses wanted a Wal-Mart 

Environment 

The quality of drinking water showed a positive response combining 
"Excellent" and "Good" (53.55%) and combining "Fair" and "Poor" 
(41.94%). The issue of drainagelflood protection also showed a positive 
response combining "Excellent" and "Good (62.55%) and combining 
"Faif and "Poor" (24.52%). The issue of soil erosion showed an 
overwhelming 51.61 % didn't know of a problem. 

Government Functions/Planning/Schools and Library 

The majority (67.74%) of respondents were pleased with the new library 
facilities. Police (SO%), ambulance (76.1 5%), and fire protection (88.39%) 
were favorably pleased with the government functions. Road 
maintenancelgrading received a positive response of 79.36% and 
leaflspring pick-up received a 35.49% favorable response. Forty-nine 
percent of the respondents however, had no opinion regarding leafkpring 
pick-up. In 91 individual responses to issue # 53 however, cleaning up 
downtown residential and business areas, better enforcement of zoning 
and building codes were expressed. Another major concern with issue # 
53 was 18 respondents felt that the police need to control the drug 
problem in West Point Subdivision. Speeding was another key problem 
for the police to address. Two hundred and sixty-one respondents felt 
there was a speeding problem in Mattawan. 

Housing 

Most respondents did not want to promote alternate forms of residential 
development (60.65%). The respondents did favor promoting alternate 
forms of housing for the elderly with 70.32% in favor. The cost of single- 
family homes does not worry the residents of Mattawan. 



Industrial 

Issue #33 showed 80.43% favored Industrial development. Another 
38.71 % favored granting tax abatements for industrial development. 
However, 53.55% did not want to grant tax abatements and only 7.74% 
were neutral on this issue. 

Parks and Recreation 

A majority of respondents desired for the Mattawan Festival to continue. 
Forty-seven percent of the respondents felt there was a need for more 
public recreational lands while 47.74% stated they were willing to have a 
tax increase to pay for more parks and recreation. The majority of 
respondents were not willing to fund a Community Center (due to the 
Community Center at Antwerp Township). 49.71% of the respondents 
were willing to fund youth activities and facilities and 49.68% were willing 
to fund senior activities and facilities. 

Transportation 

Several questions on the survey dealt with parking, traffic, roads, 
sidewalks, and other transportation issues relating to mobility and access. 
Eighty percent of the respondents wanted to see biking trails along 
roadways in Mattawan. Fifty-seven percent of the respondents wanted to 
see more sidewalks. Fifty-nine percent of the respondents feel that there 
is at least some traffic congestion in Mattawan; with 65% wanting to widen 
the 1-94 Bridge. Parking in the downtown business area does not present 
a problem at this time. Out of 320 responses to give more information 
about issue #51, Main Street during rush hour traffic had 204 respondents 
agree. 

Conclusion 

The survey results seem to suggest that Mattawan residents (86.46%) 
consider the general quality of life to be good to excellent. The 
respondents are willing to endorse commercial and industrial 
development, especially for restaurants and small variety shops, so long 
as the community can maintain a countrylrural atmosphere. Traffic 
congestion, speeding, and drugs seem to be the key issues to be 
addressed. Otherwise, Mattawan residents are satisfied with existing 
conditions, and take pride in their community and their schools. 



bhttawan Sohks from C o m m ~ @  S w e y  - Spring. 2003 

I .  Ages oJMemhers in your household: 
0-4: 94 (8.63%) 5-19: 187 (17.17%) 
25-14: 205 (18.82%) 45-54: 176 (16.16%) 55-64: I37 (12.58%) 
65 and older: 205 (18 82%) 

20-24: 85 (7.81%) 

2 .  

J. 

Are you male or/emule? Males are 219 (47?'") 

People in household: lotal population orsurvey is IOX? people 
I: 105 (total people 105: ?.640/) 2: 210 (totd people 420: 38.57%) 
3: 81 (total people 243: 22.31%) 4: 72 (total people 288: 26.45%)) 
5 :  3 (total people 15: 1.38%) 6: (total people 18: 1.65%) 
7: 0 (total people 0: 0"h) 8: 0 (total people 0: 0%) 

Females are 246 (53%) 

4. Occupations: Employed: 498 (60.37%) 
Unemployed: 24 (2.91%) 
Retired: 303 (36.72%) 
Total: 825 (100?4) 

Retired 303 (36.72%) 
SlulledLabor 135 (16.36%) 
AdministrativeA4mgement 54 (6.55%) 
Self-employed 72 (8.73%) 
Sales 24 (2.91%) F h g  0(0%) 
Other 36 (4.36?4) 
Stated Other: Student 33. Health Care 3. 

Havmunv ure employed: Full time: 411 (82.539/,), Part-time: 87 (17.47%) 

Professional 105 (12.73%) 
Homemaker 57 (6.91%) 
Unemployed 24 (2.91%) 
Government IS (1.82%) 

5.  

6 .  PL?cesofemplqvnmf: Mamwan: 106 (21.2?%) Paw Paw: 6 (1.2%) 
Elsewhere in Van Buren County 12 (2.41%) 
Lawton: 6 (1.2%) 
Antwerp Township 0 (0Sb)Alrnena Tomship: 0 (0%) Other: 36 (7.23%) 
If other, elaborate here: Out of State: 1 

Do you have a home-based business or a business Cdfce in ,your home? 
Yes: 52 (11.19%) No: 413 (88.81%) 

In which type o / h l l i n g  doyou reside: 
Single Fad!; Home: 15? (34.19%) 
AparmientiCondo: 21 (4.52%) 
Modular Home: 93 (20%) 

Do you own or renfynur dwelling: Own: 432 (92.9%) Rent: 33 (7.1%) 

.4reyou a: Y e a  round resident of Mattnwan 462 (99.4%) 
Seasonal resident 0 (0%) 

How Iring have you nimcUrenfedproperZy in MruYawun? 
Lcss th:m 3 ?cars: 81 (17 42%) 

More tban 20 years: 105 (2'2.58%) 

Kalamazoo Area: (66.06%) 
Benton Harbor Area: 0 (0%) 

Farmington: 1 SW Michgm 34 

7. 

8. 
Duplex: 6 (1.29%) 
Mobile Home: 186 (40%) 

9.  

10 
Non-rcsidcnt property businss owner 3 (I)'%,) 

11. 
3 to 5 years: 63 (13.58%) 
10 to 20years: 141 (30.12%) 6 10 9!;exs: 75 (16.l'!&) 
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paw Paw Michigan 

FRIDAY NIGHT, RESULTS 

New OiradUation 
Requirements At Mattawan 
MATTAWAN - The .Mat- 

tawan, High. School Class of 
2008.will be the first group of 
students who will have to meet 
new graduation requirements 
approved last:week by the.Mat-, 
tawan School Board. 

Underthe hew change, this 

science credit, and an addition- 
al ,one&d.&credit !for,iclasses i 
students can take as electives. 

sbcial studies. 
" A  total of 9:6,,credits will be 

able to be taken as electives. 
Also, three credits in math 

and science' ,will  no'w be 
required. 

In another area, board mem- 
bers received"certificates of 
appreciation from Superinten- 
dentJames Weeldreyer. 

January is School Board 
Recognition Month. 

your efforts;" said 
to the,boardmembers. 

'ye ce+inly. ,  appreciate 

But Fennville did not call it a 
day. They answered the Chal- 
lenge with a 36-26 second-half 
run Uiat nearly earned them the 
come-from-behind win. 

Senior point man Marc 
Williams picked up hi3 game 
and gave Lawrence 21 points, 
while Kevin Conklin added 12 
and Adrian Ledesmd, Six. 

Mattawan, 65; 
St. Joe, 49 

MATTAWAN - The Wildcats' 
characteristic struggle back 
from a slow start may be a thiig 
ofthe past. 

At the start of the 2004-06 
boys basketball season, this 
ever-improving Mattawan 
squad would take its time to get 
its offense rolling; but last 
weekend, the Wildcats raced 
Out to an 18-9 first period lead 
enroute to defeating SMAC rival 
St. Joe, 66-49. 

Mattawan continued to push 
the scoreboard in their favor 
during the second period with a 
14-10 run, and held a 32-19 
advantage at  the half. 

The Wildcats then slammed 
the door on St. Joe with a 33-30 
run over the final 16 minutes of 

Junior Kory Wdgonmaker led 
Mattawan with 19 points. Marc 
Larson added 13, followed by 
Wilbur Ampey with nine and 
David Culrra with eight. 

play. 





January 28,2005 Ieccam 

I What does the Chamber do 
for members? Here's an exam 
ple: A member needed new 
glasses and went to Hiem- 
stra's, a long-time Chamber 
member.ln the course of the 
eohversationwiththe examin. 

Commerce members. PAW PAW. The bishop of The first is February 1. 
the Episcopal Diocese of west- That's the cut-off date for PIC- 
emMkhiganw.u makchis first 

, There are three three-Year , from 6 p.m.-7 P.m. Be sure to er, came up that the C U Q ~  omcia, V i s i t  to St. Mar*.* 

t e m s t o  befded. Boardmem- is a chamber member 
Church in Paw Paw an Sunday, 

Jan. 30. ' bewmust be memb- ingood , the festivities include a draw- The a 20% on 
The Rt. Rev. Robert Gepert standing 90 days prior,to the 

w a  elected bishop in 2002, , cut-offdate. Chamber Bucks can be used at ~h~~ is just O,,e example of 
replacing Bishop Edward Lee Pereons who are interested me many benefits of chamber who retired. shouldsend theirnames, dong nesses. 

1 em 52 counties In the wwtem 
halfofthe lower peninsulawith 

, posedboardmembers. 

bring your bu8iness card, as 

ing for some Chamber Bucks. 

a wide variety Of 10ce.i busi- 

The Episcopal Diocese COY- I with no more than 100 words ... 

16. On that ev 

pet?, a science' program 
ented by Dr. Hot and Dr. 

d from the science depart- 
ent at Western Michigan Uni- 

bration will wrap-up 
tereamival onsatur- 

y, February 6. I1 a.m. until 3 
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Mattawan Civic Organizations 



Mattawan Community Guide - Civic Groups Page I of2 

Mattaw an Community Guic 
YOUR # I  SOURCE OF INFO FOR MATTAWAN 

,> p 3 

H o m e p a g e  I Get  Pub l ished I Links I Calendar  I Persona l ize  I Po l l s  I Search I Si te  S ta ts  ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

Businesses I Civic  Groups I Dining I Festival 1 MBA I Shopping 

Topics .............................................................. 
Home 
MEA Minutes (11/0) 
General News (O/O) 
Vil lage News ( O / O )  

User  F u n c t i o n s  

Username: 

Password: 

Don't have an account yet? 
Sign up as a New User 

Events  ................................................... 
There are no upcoming 
events 

.............................................................. 
O lder  S to r ies  

Wednesday 0 4 - ~ e b  
............................................................ 

February meet ing 
minutes (0) 

Civic GrouDs 

Civic & Church 
Groups 
If you do not see your Mattawan church or 
group listed here please also please notify us if 
you know of any changes within the listed civic 
groups. 

Civic Groups 

AYSO Soccer 
Mattawan AYSO. Region 933 phone No.: (269) 271-3933 

Boy Scouts 
Raymond Knapp 668-3983 
Janis Jeffery 372-3588 

Cub Scouts 
Paula Chaney 353-8671 
Kathy McConnell 668-2664 
AI Fewless 668-3521 

Girl Scouts 
Kathy Philbeam 668-3043 

Lions Club 
Jacob Weintraub 668-4089 

Masonic Ternpie 
Nancy Steele 668-3973 

Mattawan Consolidated Schools 
Murray Street 
PH# 668-3361 
FAX# 668-2372 

Antwerp Sunshine Library 
24823 Front St 
668-261 5 

Mattawan Little League 
Gary Vandlen 372-7094 

h~p://mattawan.org/portal/staticpages/index.php?page=2005020 I 13403 I I I I 2/4/2005 
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Red Arrow Soccer 
P .o . BOX 533 
Mattawan. MI 49071 

Rocket Football 

SADD (Students Against Drunk Driving) 
PH# 668-3361 
FAX# 668-2372 

VFW 
Bill Cashen 668-3143 

Churches 

Calvary Reformed Church 
7829 South 5th Street 
Mattawan. MI 49071 
Phone (616) 375-6240 
Fax (616) 375-0079 

Faith Baptist Church 
56070 Murray Street 
PH# 668-3391 
FAX# 668-3392 

Familyof Christ of Lutheran 
24359 Red Arrow Hwy 
PH# 657-4840 
Worship and Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Family of Christ 4-H Group 
Heidi Pfannes 668-5565 
Email - heidi@kingscott.com 

First Congregational Church 
23680 Front Avenue 
PH# 668-3263 

St. John Bosco Catholic Church 
23830 Front Avenue 
PH# 668-3312 
FAX# 668-3313 
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